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pay by asking no questions as to the nature of the loads that
passed through their territory. Government was vaguely
aware of what was going on, and was uneasy ; particularly
as an oppressive Vali (successor of the shrewd old Tahir)
was actually murdered by the Fedais. As this event took
place in Russian territory, when the man was on a journey
to Constantinople, no local disturbance was caused by it.
The acting Vali who took his place, one AH Riza, was
quietly at work in his house one night in February 1908,
when he was informed that an Armenian insisted on seeing
him on some important business, which he would disclose
to no underling. After some demur he was admitted, and
came to. the point at once. " See here, Vali Pasha. My
name is David; and I am corne to tell you that I am one
of the * inner ring' of the Tashnakist society. For reasons
of my own, I mean to disclose everything that I 3oiow to
the Government. Give me a band of men now, and I will
take them this very night to the house where the rest of the
* ring' are to assemble ; and to-morrow, I will show you
the depots of rifles and cartridges/*
The motive for this act of exceptionally black treachery-
was, of course, some quarrel with his comrades. Several
versions of this, all coherent enough, but all contradictory,
circulated in the town during the next few days ; the most
probable being the obvious one that he and his chief (the
man was second in command of the Van organization) had
both iallen in love with the same girl. Most agreed, however,
that David had somehow become aware that sentence of
death had been passed on him by " the circle "; and hence
had declared, " then I will at least have my revenge before-
hand/*
Will it be believed that the Vali was either too fearful,
or too stupid, to rise to this opportunity ? He gave orders
to keep the man in custody till next day, saying, " then
he shall show us the depots ; and if his story is true about
the guns, we can proceed to arrest the brigands themselves,"
All suggestions that the guns could not be removed without
some delay, but that the brigands would certainly not
continue in that night's meeting-place after the discoveries